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ST BASIL THE GREAT, CONFESSOR, ARCHBISHOP

OF C^ESAREA

(A-D. 379)

in Calend. Univ. ad i Jan. t. vi. p. 4.]

ST BASIL the Great, the illustrious doctor and intrepid champion of the
church, was born towards the close of the year 329 at Caesarea, the
metropolis of Cappadocia. His parents were Cappadocians by birth, both
equally illustrious for their nobility and descended from a long line of
renowned heroes. But his father was by extraction from Pontus, where
his ancestors had long flourished. St Macrina, his grandmother by the^.
father's side, and her pious husband, whose name has not reached us,
suffered the confiscation of their estates and torments almost to death for
the faith in the reign of Maximinus II in 311. Another time, escaping
by flight, they lived seven years concealed in the great forests of Pontus,
where they were wonderfully fed by stags, as St Gregory Nazianzen
assures us.1 Our saint's father, St Basil the Elder, and his wife, St
Emmelia, adorned the conjugal state by their saintly conversation. Their
marriage was blessed with ten children, of which they left nine living,
all eminent for virtue; those that were married and lived in the world
seeming no way inferior in piety to those who served God in holy virginity,
as St Gregory Nazianzen tells us. Four were sons and the other five
daughters. St Macrina was the eldest of all these children, and assisted
her mother in training up the rest in perfect virtue. The eldest among
the boys was St Basil; the other three were Naucratius, St Gregory of
Nyssa, and St Peter of Sebaste. Our saint was the fruit of his mother's
prayers, and in his infancy by the same means recovered his health in a
dangerous sickness, when he had been given over by the physicians, as
St Gregory of Nyssa relates. He received the first tincture of virtue
from his grandmother, St Macrina the Elder, under whose care he passed
his infancy in a country house near Neocsesarea, in Pontus; and he testifies
himself that during his whole life he never forgot the strong impressions
of piety which her exhortations and holy example made upon his tender
mind. His father, who was the common master of eloquence and piety
in Pontus, taught him the first elements of literature, but died about the
year 349, soon after the birth of St Peter of Sebaste. He lived some-
times at Caesarea, where our saint was born and where the sciences
flourished; and after his decease the young Basil was sent to that great